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Blackstone Canal Bikeway is probably the best I have ever been on It follows the old towpath or adjacent abandoned 
railroad right of way ironically since said Railroad killed the canal and is now gone itself High quality book in terms 
of the paper and photos A good read as well In 1790 American craftsmen built the first machines that successfully 
used waterpower to spin cotton America rsquo s first factory Slater Mill was constructed on the banks of the 
Blackstone River The revolution in harnessing the power of water spread quickly through the valley and in other areas 
of New England leading to the erection of new structures changes to the landscape and radically altered ways in which 
people lived and worked Landscape of Industry is bo ldquo The Blackstone River is sleepy as it twists and turns from 
Worcester to Pawtucket R I Yet 200 years ago the Blackstone was a whirring engine of the American Industrial 
Revolution Slater Mill in Pawtucket was the nation rsquo s first successful w 
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