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1779 winter encampment of a portion of Washington s Army in Redding Connecticut is less well known than those 
that took place during the American Revolution at Valley Forge or Jockey Hollow but that is one of the very things 
that attracts historians and history buffs alike to this period There is plenty of ro Putnam State Park Connecticut s first 
state park was the site of Revolutionary War general Israel Putnam s last command In the winter of 1778 79 three 
thousand troops of the Continental army built and lived in the city a winter encampment in the valleys of northern 
Redding Historian Daniel Cruson describes in fascinating archaeological detail the construction of the camp and the 
soldiers daily struggle to survive Mutiny execution skirmishes and the heroism of 
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